Toxic epidermal necrolysis.
Toxic epidermal necrolysis is a rapidly progressive dermatologic condition associated with high mortality. Several factors have been implicated in the development of toxic epidermal necrolysis including drugs, vaccinations, infections, and neoplasia. Toxic epidermal necrolysis therapy has been compared with partial-thickness burn injury treatment. The absence of burned tissue can dampen fluid requirements and metabolic needs of toxic epidermal necrolysis in comparison to equivalent burn injury. In the following case report, a 69-year-old woman with multiple medical problems developed toxic epidermal necrolysis after treatment with metolazone and phenytoin. Her measured energy expenditure (3360 kcal) was considerably higher than previously reported caloric expenditure in toxic epidermal necrolysis patients (2500 kcal).